Explore the BBC

B2 E-mail this to a friend &= Printable version

Anti-wi-fi paint offers security
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"T'm working on a matenal that can absorb a larger range of
frequencies. We are capable of making a paint that can absorb over

200 gigahertz." » Most popular now, in detail
He hopes that soon the technology could be woven into clothing.

"We're not sure about the true effects of electromagnetic waves, in
this range, on the human body.

"We're assuming that excessive exposure could be bad for us.
Therefore we're trying to make protective clothes for young children
or pregnant women to help protect their bodies from such waves."

At the movies

The paint could also provide some much-needed relief during nights
out at the cinema.
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much lower frequencies, around *+ Digital Planet is the weekly

1.5 gigahertz. But, our matenal technology programme broadcast
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pave the way for higher quality screens,

"Movie pictures are beamed on the screen by the projector at the
back of the cinema. But in the future, you could use a data link that
works with milimetre waves.

"You would have problems with interference, unless you painted the
wall and ceiling of the theatre with an absorbent matenal like ours.

"In fact, we've had an order from an American company keen to use
our ink in 1ts movie theatre - we've just sent them a sample.”

'Nothing new'
Some security experts remain unconvinced by the paint.

"The use of electromagnetic shielding technigques are nothing new,"
sald Mark Jackson, securnty engineer at Cisco UK. "They have been
utilised by highly sensitive environments for many years."

Mr Jackson notes that while the paint may block eavesdroppers, it
would not prevent other types of hackers or intruders.

"Paint that blocks RF based Wi-Fi transmissions does not in any way
remove the need to ensure a robust security model is deployed,” he
added.

"Surely the thought of having to redecorate a building in order to
provide Wi-Fi security i1s more costly & complex than secunty
functionality available in even the cheapest of Wi-Fi access points?”
he said.
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