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News

*lhe

pharmaceutical technology

By Tatsuya Kimura
Yomiuri Shimbun Stall Writer

Hiroaki Suga, 53, won this
year’s Gold Medal Award from
the Yomiuri Techno Forum for
his successful efforts to develop
an innavative technology to
synthesize substances from
which pharmacenticals can be
produced.

In his research and devel-
opment, Suga focused on pep-
tide, a chain of about 1¢ amino
acids, and succeeded in devis-
ing his own method for artifi-
cially synthesizing 1 trillion
kinds of compounds. He also
devised a mechanism with
which to effectively screen sub-
stances that may be useful for
medical treatments,

“There must be a peptide that
can be used as a medicine,” Suga
said with confidence. His company,
PeptiDream Inc., which was jointly
established with his business part-
ner in 2006, has already signed con-
tracts with more than 10 pharma-
ceutical companies both at home
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and overseas.

Suga tries not to interfere in
the president’s work, leaving
him to run the firm. He is well
aware of how difficult it is to
manage a company as he grew
up closely watching his father
run a furniture store,

After graduating from
Qkayama University's faculty
of engineering, Suga obtained a
doctoral degree from the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Tech-
nelogy. The prototype of the
technology to synthesize pep-
tides was developed when he
was at the State University of
New Yark. Suga moved to the
University of Tokyo in 2003
and has served as a professor
since 2005,

He loves playing guitar and
performs live in concert almost every
vear. His favorite word is “maverick.”

He is known for his mustache and
long hair, the style of which has not
changed since he was 20, Suga never
stops exploring unexplored fields in
the hepes of developing new medi-
cines.
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